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SUBJECT: BEIRUT SITREP AS OF 1500 LOCAL SEPT 22, 1975: FIGHTING 
CONTINUES 

REF: BEIRUT 11748 

1. YESTERDAY'S GUARDED SIGH OF RELIEF AT RELATIVELY EFFECTIVE 
CEASEFIRE TURNED QUICKLY OVER NIGHT TO GASP AS ARMED 
CLASHES SPUTTERED BACK TO LIFE AFTER DARK. NOCTURNAL EX- 
CHANGES AFFECTED PRIMARILY TRADITIONAL TROUBLE SPOTS 
(QARANTINA, SHIAH, AIN RUMMANEH, ETC.). 

RADIO LEBANON IS AGAIN ADVISING RESIDENTS THAT 
ALL ROADS CONSIDERED DANGEROUS. MAIN DANGER DURING DAY- 
OWGHT HOURS REMAINS PRESENCE OF SNIPERS THROUGHOUT CITY WHO 
ARE REPORTEDLY EMPLOYING SNIPER RIFLES (VICE AUTOMATIC WEAPONS) 
WITH SCOPES AND ANTI-FLASH DEVICES IN LARGE NUMBERS FOR THE 
FIRST TIME. FIRES, WPICH WERE SET IN THE BORJ AREA OVERNIGHT, 

HAVE BEEN CONTAINED BY FIREMEN. 

2. POLITICAL EFFORTS ARE CONTINUING FRANTICALLY IN HOPES OF 
ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES FOR POLICING FAILED CEASEFIRE. NUM- 
EROUS MEETINGS ( KARAME/FR AN GIE, KARAME/KHADDAM, 'ARAFAT/ 

IMAM MUSA SADR, ETC.) ARE TAKING PLACE TODAY AS MEDIATORS 
SEELLBEFAIL SOMETHING DOWN BEFORE ANTICIPATED RESURGENCE OF 
ARMED CONFLICT AT NIGHTFALL. MAJOR ORGANIZATIONS, BOTH LEFT 
AND RIGHT, CONTINUE TO EXPRESS READINESS FOR CEASEFIRE, BUT 
TERMS OF VARIOUS PARTIES VARY WIDELY. PHALANGE, WE UNDER- 
STAND, CONTINUES DEMAND SIMPLE CEASEFIRE WITH NO R99 ,9 
"POLITICAL" CONDITIONS. PHALANGE POSITION IS THAT IT WILL CEASE 
FIGHTING IF AND WHEN ITS OPPONENTS ABIDE BY CEASEFIRE. ALL 
SIDES, CUSTOMARILY, ARE BLAMING OPPONENTS FOR RENEWED CON- 
FLICT. 

3. TO DEGREE WE CAN SORT OUT SITUATION AMONG MUSLIMS, 
PALESTINIANS AND LEFTISTS, DISAGREEMENT PERSISTS REGARDING 
POLITICAL CONTENT OF STAND-DOWN. LEFTISTSN INCLUDING JSMBLATT, 
ARE INSISTING UPON SIMULTANEOUS AGREEMENT ON DISCUSSION OF 
REFORM PROGRAM ANNOUNCED BY THE LEFT, INCLUDING FUNDAMENTAG 
AND HIGHLY SENSITIVE PROPOSALS FOR AMENDING LEBANESE CON- 
STITUTION, NATIONAL PACT, ETC. MUSLIM COMMUNITY.INCLUD- 

ING PRIMIN KARAME OPPOSES THIS HARSH POSITION WHICH IS 
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TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE TO PHALANGE AND OTHER CHRISTIANS. 
COMPROMISE BEING SOUGHT WHICH WILL COMMIT ADHERENTS TO 
CEASEFIRE ONLY TO DISCUSS REFORMS AND WILL NOT IMPLY AT 
THIS TIME RADICAL ATTACK UPON BASIS OF LEBANESE STATE. 

ARAFAT AND HIS PLO ALLIES HOPE FOR MUTUALLY- ACCEPT ABLE 
FORMULA THAT WILL END CLASHES AND REDUCE PRESSURES FOR GREATER 
PALESTINIAN INVOLVEMENT. IN CONNECTION WITH LATTER POINT, 

MEMBER OF FATAH INTELLIGENCE TOLD RELIABLE SOURCE MORNING 
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SEPT22, THAT ATTACKS BY PHALANGISTS AND OTHERS ON PALES- 
TINIANS HAVE ESCALATED OVER LAST SEVERAL DAYS. FATAH OFFICIAL 
EXPRESSED CONVICTION THAT, SHOULD TREND PERSIST. ARAFAT 
WOULD FIND IT IMPOSSIBLE TO RESTRAIN MAIN PALESTINIAN FORCES. 

4. SYRIAN FORMIN KHADDAM IS STILL ACTIVE IN 

POLITICAL MANEUVERINGS TO DATE. MOST OBSERVERS BELIEVE HE 
HAS INSTRUCTIONS NOT TO RETURN TO DAMASCUS UNTIL HE HAS AR- 
RANGED BASIS FOR MORE STABLE SITUATION IN LEBANON. WE HAVE 
SEVERAL REPORTS OF FRICTION AND/OR SUSPICION BETWEEN KHADDAM 
AND JUMBLATT, BUT ARE UNABLE TO CONFIRM AT THIS TIME. 

ONE KNOWLEDGEABLE LOCAL OBSERVER CLAIMS THAT KHADDAM IS 
SEEKING TO WORK OUT THE "PRINCIPLES" OF A BINDING AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE GOL AND THE PLO, ON ONE HAND, AND AMONG THE 
LEBANESE FACTIONS ON THE OTHER. DETAILS OF BOTH ACCORDS WOULD 
BE HAMMERED OUT AFTER HIS RETURN TO DAMASCUS. SOME OB- 
SERVERS BELIEVE, HOWEVER, THAT IF KHADDAM IS UNSUCCESSFUL, HE 
WILL THROW UP HIS HANDS AND RETURN TO SYRIA, PERHAPS AS SOON 
AS THIS EVENING. SHOULD THIS HAPPEN, THEY CLAIM, A FURTHER 
DETERIORATION OF THE SITUATION IS INEVITABLE. 

5. IN CURRENT MOOD OF UNCERTAINTY AND APPREHENSION, 

LEBANESE ECONOMY DETERIORATING. FOOD AND FUEL ARE IN- 
CREASINGLY IN SHORT SUPPLY, AND THAT WHICH IS AVAILABLE 
IS SELLING AT ABNORMALLY HIGH PRICES. SOME SECTIONS OF 
WEST BEIRUT HAVE REPORTEDLY BEEN WITHOUT WATER AND 
ELECTRICITY FOR UP TO SIX DAYS. 

6. SO FAR AS WE AWARE, ALL AMCITS REMAIN SAFE. HOW- 
EVER, FIRST NATIONAL CITY BANK EVACUATED FAMILIES TO 
ATHENS SEPT 21 AND IS TODAY EVACUATING ABOUT 30 TO 40 
OFFICER TRAINEES. ADDITIONALLY, CATERPILLAR INTENDS 

TO EVACUATE TOMORROW ITS TEN EXPATRIATE FAMILIES (TWO OF 
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WHICH AMERICAN) TO GENEVA, WHERE THE COMPANY PLANS TO 
REASSESS ADVISABILITY OF MAINTAINING ITS HEADQUARTERS IN 
BEIRUT. 

7. BECAUSE OF SHORTAGE OF AVIATION GAS, ALL PLANES ARE AR- 
RIVING WITH FUEL ON BOARD. BOTH PAN AM AND MEA REPORT 
PASSENGER TRAFFIC IN AND OUT IS ONLY SLIGHTLY BELOW NORMAL. 
MEA EXPLAINS THAT, DESPITE DEARTH OF TOURISTS, RETURNING 
LEBANESE CONCERNED ABOUT THEIR FAMILIES ARE BOLSTERING AR 
RIVAL FIGURES WHILE FOREIGNERS LEAVING LEBANON HAVE MAIN 
TAINED LEVEL OF DEPARTURES. PHOENICIA HOTEL, WHICH HAD OC- 
CUPANCY RATE (45 PERCENT) IN THIRD ROUND DOUBLE THAT OF OTHER 
HOTELS, NOW REPORTS 20-25 PERCENT ROOMS FULL. 

8. COMMENT: IN WELTER OF ACCUSATION AND COUNTER-ACCUSA- 
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TION FOLLOWING LAST NIGHT'S BREAKDOWN OF THE CEASEFIRE, IT 
IS NOT RPT NOT POSSIBLE TO SORT OUT RESPONSIBILITY FOR RE- 
CRUDESENCE OF VIOLENCE. UNLIKE CEASEFIRE WHICH ENDED 
ROUND THREE, CURRENT AGREEMENT DOES NOT RPT NOT INCLUDE 
UNDERTAKING TO REMOVE BARRICADES AND ARMED MEN FROM 
STREETS OF CAPITAL. WITHOUT SUCH CLAUSE, ENTIRE ARRANGE- 
MENT IS AT MERCY OF LEAST-DISCIPLINED ELEMENTS IN PLACE, 

AND WE DOUBT STAND-DOWN AS PRESENTLY ENVISAGED CAN BE 
ENFORCED EFFECTIVELY. ACCORDING TO A LATE REPORT RECEIVED 
FROM A USUALLY RELIABLE SOURCE, PHALANGE FORCES, WHICH 
HAD PREVIOUSLY BROUGHT REINFORCEMENTS (INCLUDING MEMBERS 
OF FEMALE MILITIA) INTO BEIRUT FROM MOUNTAINS, ARE NOW 
PERILOUSLY LOW ON ALL KINDS OF AMMUNITION. 

GODLEY 
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